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Childhood Field
Mién Tho Au

by Via Thu Hién | Children’s Fiction

Considered a gem of Vietnamese children’s literature.

Written over a period of 9 years since 1969 to 1976,
during his incarceration at Héa Lo prison in Hanoi.
The manuscript was completed in secrecy, written
on scraps of paper which he then gave to his wife,
and his family hand-copied each of the passages

onto normal paper.

The story follows little Thu, a 7-year-old boy who,
after his father was taken to prison for being involved
in the revolution, had to live in the countryside
with his devout Catholic aunt. Vi Thu Hién
masterfully captures snapshots of countryside
Vietnamese life during the 1940s, sharing stories of
simple and mundane men and women, and how a
child perceives the war that is happening around,
and to, him.

Three Clouds Drifting
Across Duckweed Land
Ba dng mady trdi dat xi beo

by Nuage Rose Hong Van | Novel

An autofiction that started out as love letters
to her own father, mother, and all the men
and women who saved her throughout her
childhood of being a refugee, running away
from the bombardment of Hanoi during
the 1960s. This book exists as a capsule
preserving the memories of childhood for
a generation of people who are still alive
in Vietnam, till this day: a generation who
grew up during the war and carried the
task of rebuilding the tattered land that
the previous generation laid down to
protect.
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Short story anthology by
Lé Minh Khué

by Lé Minh Khué | Short stories

Lé Minh Khué was born in 1949.
She joined the National Youth
Liberation Front in 1965. Before
1975, she wrote about the lives of
soldiers fighting on the Truong Son
path. Post 1975, she wrote about
the changes in people and their
consciousness during the post-war,
building the nation, a period of
looking forward. An underlying
thread of trauma, while expertly
veiled, permeates her writing.

Little Snub

by Jeet ZDiing | Children’s Storybook

Meet little Snub: a small tonkin snub-
nose monkey with an obsession with
finding dragon—-an obsession that took
him to a land far away from home. Join
little Snub and friends on their adven-
ture to find their way home.

Jeet ZDing has won several awards,
including a Silent Manga Audition Ex-
cellence Award for his manga Stand Up
and Fly. He was the first Vietnamese to
win the Yoto Carnegie Medal for Illus-
tration for Saving Sorya.
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